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Andrés Manuel López Obrador angered after Reforma leaked letter he wrote that 
triggered a minor diplomatic crisis 
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Press freedom advocates have criticized Mexico’s president for calling on a 
newspaper to reveal the source that leaked a controversial letter he wrote to the king 
of Spain, urging him to apologize for the conquest 500 years ago. 

The letter prompted a furious reaction in Spain and triggered a minor diplomatic 
crisis with the Madrid government saying it “deeply regret[ed]” the publication of the 
letter. 

Mexico’s president, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, has lashed out repeatedly at the 
Reforma newspaper since it published the letter, calling on it to reveal its source “in 
the name of transparency”. 

He hinted in a press conference that he suspected the Spanish government may 
have leaked the document itself. 

“It would be interesting to know if the Spanish government leaked the letter, because 
the connotation would be different,” he said. 

“What moral authority can a government have that leaks documents?” 

Spain has said that the matter should have been confined to diplomatic channels. 



It flatly rejected López Obrador’s demand for an apology, saying the conquest 
“cannot be judged in the light of contemporary considerations”. 

Lopez Obrador owned up to the letter after it was made public, saying that both King 
Felipe VI and Pope Francis should apologize for the “massacres and oppression” 
committed in the name of colonizing and evangelizing the indigenous peoples of 
what is now Mexico. 

Free-press advocates criticized Lopez Obrador, an anti-establishment leftist who 
took office in December, for insisting the newspaper reveal its source. 

“Calling on (journalists) to reveal their sources is worrying, because it can inhibit 
people from giving information to the press,” said the head of media rights group 
Article 19 in Mexico, Ana Cristina Ruelas. 

“It speaks to a lack of recognition for the importance of a free press in a democratic 
society,” she told Reforma. 

Mexico City, where Reforma is based, has a law protecting the right of journalists 
not to reveal their sources. 

Since you’re here… 

… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading and supporting our 
independent, investigative reporting than ever before. And unlike many news 
organisations, we have chosen an approach that allows us to keep our journalism 
accessible to all, regardless of where they live or what they can afford. 

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our 
journalism is free from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, 
politicians or shareholders. No one edits our editor. No one steers our opinion. This 
is important as it enables us to give a voice to those less heard, challenge the 
powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes us different to so many others 
in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical. 

Every contribution we receive from readers like you, big or small, goes directly into 
funding our journalism. This support enables us to keep working as we do – but we 
must maintain and build on it for every year to come. Support The Guardian from 
as little as $1 – and it only takes a minute. Thank you. 

 


